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Development
Editors Note

T his year, we decided to take a different approach. We didn’t pick a list of lawyers specifically devoted to real estate deals or municipal 
law. Our list this year is collection of the state’s top attorneys whose work in the development arena significantly impacted projects 
that are helping to shape the transformation of cities.  

These lawyers and the others on our list are passionate about their work, and it shows in very tangible ways.  

Shiraz D. Tangri

Tangri, who was raised in New York, 
knows what urban density is all about. 
So when he moved to downtown Los 
Angeles in 1999, the difference be-

tween the two cities was all the more jarring. 
Downtown Los Angeles, full of hustle and 
bustle during the day, became a ghost town 
at night as workers decamped for other parts 
of the city. Tangri has devoted much of his 
career in the years since to changing that. 

He is general counsel of Los Angeles 
Streetcar Inc., the driving force behind a 
massive project to build a streetcar line 
along a four-mile stretch through the heart 
of downtown. The city of Los Angeles has 
approved $294 million in funding for the 
project, supplemented with  taxes paid for by 
local property owners. 

Still, Tangri has his work cut out for him. 
The project was originally slated to cost $125 
million but could end up costing cost up-
wards of $300 million, according to the Los 
Angeles Times. Tangri says he is optimistic 

the project will move forward and estimates 
construction will  begin in the next couple 
of years. 

In another downtown revitalization proj-
ect, Tangri is advising Canada-based devel-
oper Onni Group in its efforts to construct 
three high-rise towers, each between 31 and 
50 stories tall. 

Tangri himself has moved out of down-
town, but he says he is committed to creating 
an urban area “where you have people get-
ting out of their cars and embracing a much 
more sustainable urban life style.”  

Additionally, Tangri is representing UCLA 
in its efforts to construct a 250-room con-
ference center and hotel. The project is be-
ing challenged on environmental and tax 
grounds. Tangri will represent the university 
in a bench trial slated for September. He said 
the possibility of settling the lawsuit is “al-
most none.”  

— Emily Green
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